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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Species 1 , claims 1 -23 in the reply filed 
on December 6, 2007 is acknowledged. 

Specification 

2. The specification is objected to because it does not contain section headings. 
Correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-4, and 6-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bechmenburg et al (U.S. 6,332,623). 

With respect to claim 1 , Bechmenburg et al discloses an air-suspension system 
for a vehicle, the system comprising at least one air-suspension bellows (8a-8d) in 
communication with at least one further component (2, motor or 4) of the air-suspension 
system via an array of valves (16a-16d) to at least one of selectively increase and 
decrease a compressed-air quantity, said at least one further component including at 
least one volume (2, motor or 4), and at least one check valve (6) disposed between the 
array of valves (1 6a-1 6d) and the at least one volume to prevent compressed-air flow 
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between the at least one air-suspension bellows (8a-8d) and the at least one volume 
(2, motor or 4) in one flow direction. 

With respect to claims 2-4, Bechmenburg et al discloses an air-suspension 
system, wherein said at least one check valve (6) is connected directly to said array of 
valves (1 6a-1 6d); wherein said at least one volume (2, motor or 4) includes a first partial 
volume (2) and a separate second partial volume (4), wherein said at least one check 
valve (6) includes a first check valve (6) to prevent compressed-air flow from the first 
partial volume (2) into the at least one air-suspension bellows (8a-8d). 

With respect to claims 6-8, Bechmenburg et al discloses an air-suspension 
system wherein, the at least one further component of the air-suspension system 
includes a compressed-air delivery device (2); wherein, said at least one volume 
includes a first partial volume (M) and a second partial volume (4), and said first partial 
volume (M) is disposed on an intake side of the compressed-air delivery device (2); said 
compressed-air delivery device includes a compressor (2). 

With respect to claim 9, Bechmenburg et al discloses an air-suspension system 
wherein the at least one volume includes a first partial volume (2) and a second partial 
volume (4), and at least one of the compressor (2) forms at least a part of the first partial 
volume (2). 

With respect to claim 10, Bechmenburg et al discloses an air-suspension system, 
wherein, the at least one volume includes a first partial volume (2) and a second partial 
volume (4), and at least a part of the compressor forms a substantial part of the first 
partial volume (2). 
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With respect to claim 1 1 , Bechmenburg et al discloses an air-suspension system, 
wherein said at least one volume includes a first partial volume (M) and a second partial 
volume (4), and said second partial volume () is disposed on an outlet side of the 
compressed-air delivery device (2). 

With respect to claims 13-14, Bechmenburg et al discloses an air-suspension 
system wherein, said at least one further component (2, M, 4) includes at least one air- 
discharge/dryer device (4); said at least one air discharge/dryer device includes at least 
one air dryer (4). 

With respect to claim 15, Bechmenburg et al discloses an air-suspension system, 
wherein said at least one volume includes a first partial volume (2) and a second partial 
volume (4), and at least a part of said at least one air dryer (4) forms at least a part of 
said second partial volume (4). 

With respect to claim 16, Bechmenburg et al discloses an air-suspension system 
wherein, said at least one volume includes a first partial volume (2) and a second partial 
volume (4), and at least a part of said at least one air dryer (4) forms a substantial part 
of said second partial volume (4). 

With respect to claim 17, Bechmenburg et al discloses an air-suspension system 
wherein, compressed airflows through said at least one air-discharge/dryer device (4) 
in the same direction in all operating conditions of said air-suspension system. 

With respect to claim 18, Bechmenburg et al discloses an air-suspension system 
wherein said at least one further component includes an air-intake device (4). 
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5. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Shima 
et al (U.S. 4,881 ,753). 

With respect to claim 1 , Shima et al discloses an air-suspension system for a 
vehicle, the system comprising at least one air-suspension bellows (228) in 
communication with at least one further component (206, 202, 21 4) of the air- 
suspension system via an array of valves (226, 232) to at least one of selectively 
increase and decrease a compressed-air quantity, said at least one further component 
including at least one volume (206, 202, 214), and at least one check valve (204, 208, 
215, 217, 218) disposed between the array of valves (232, 226) and the at least one 
volume to prevent compressed-air flow between the at least one air-suspension bellows 
(8a-8d) and the at least one volume (206, 202, 214) in one flow direction. 

With respect to claims 2-5, Shima et al discloses an air-suspension system, 
wherein said at least one check valve (204, 215) is connected directly to said array of 
valves (226, 232); wherein said at least one volume includes a first partial volume (202) 
and a separate second partial volume (214), wherein said at least one check valve 
(204) includes a first check valve (204) to prevent compressed-air flow from the first 
partial volume (202) into the at least one air-suspension bellows (228); wherein the at 
least one check valve includes a second check valve (218) to prevent compressed air 
flow from the at least one suspension bellows into the second partial volume (214). 

With respect to claims 6-8, Shima et al discloses an air-suspension system 
wherein, the at least one further component of the air-suspension system includes a 
compressed-air delivery device (202); wherein, said at least one volume includes a first 
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partial volume (206) and a second partial volume (214), and said first partial volume 
(206) is disposed on an intake side of the compressed-air delivery device (202); said 
compressed-air delivery device includes a compressor (202). 

With respect to claim 9, Shima et al et al discloses an air-suspension system 
wherein the at least one volume includes a first partial volume (202) and a second 
partial volume (214), and at least one of the compressor (202) forms at least a part of 
the first partial volume (202). 

With respect to claim 10, Shima et al discloses an air-suspension system 
discloses an air-suspension system, wherein, the at least one volume includes a first 
partial volume (202) and a second partial volume (214), and at least a part of the 
compressor forms a substantial part of the first partial volume (202). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Bechmenburg et al discloses an air-suspension system, 
wherein said at least one volume includes a first partial volume (202) and a second 
partial volume (214), and said second partial volume (214) is disposed on an outlet side 
of the compressed-air delivery device (202). 

With respect to claims 13-14, Shima et al discloses an air-suspension system 
wherein, said at least one further component includes at least one air-discharge/dryer 
device (214); said at least one air discharge/dryer device includes at least one air dryer 
(214). 

With respect to claim 15, Shima et al discloses an air-suspension system, 
wherein said at least one volume includes a first partial volume (202) and a second 
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partial volume (214), and at least a part of said at least one air dryer (214) forms at least 
a part of said second partial volume (214). 

With respect to claim 16, Shima et al discloses an air-suspension system 
wherein, said at least one volume includes a first partial volume (202) and a second 
partial volume (214), and at least a part of said at least one air dryer (214) forms a 
substantial part of said second partial volume (214). 

With respect to claim 17, Shima et al discloses an air-suspension system 
wherein, compressed airflows through said at least one air-discharge/dryer device 
(214) in the same direction in all operating conditions of said air-suspension system. 

With respect to claim 18, Shima et al discloses an air-suspension system 
wherein said at least one further component includes an air-intake device (206). 

With respect to claims 19-21 , Shima et al discloses an air-suspension system 
wherein said at least a part of said compressor (202) is a crankcase; wherein said 
at least a part of said compressor (202) is an outlet chamber. 

With respect to claims 22-23, Shima et al discloses an air-suspension system, 
wherein said at least a part of said at least one air dryer (214) is an air dryer cartridge. 
Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Toan C. To whose telephone number is (571) 272-6677. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:00-5:00). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on (571) 272-6669. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IT. C. 1.1 
/Toan C To/ 

Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3616 
February 27, 2008 



